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The FRANCISCAN CHURCH, or Hofkirche, in the Renaissance style, was 
erected in 1553-&3» in compliance with the will of Sup. Maximilian I. f whose 
sumptuous momument occupies the centre of the nave. (The emperor's remains, 
however, wore interred at Weiner-Neustadt.) Maximilan ( in bronze by L. del 
Duca, 1582) is represented in a kneeling posture on a massive marble sarcophagus, 
surronded by 28 collosal statues in bronze of his heroic ancestors, in the guise 
of mourners and toneh-bearers. Several generations passed away before this 
imposing work was completed. The emperor himself is found urging its execution 
as early as 1509* The general superintendence of the work was intrusted to 
Gilg Sessolschroibor of Augburg, the court-painter, who himself designed more 
than half of the statues. The casting of the figures was executed by Stephen 
Godl ( who succeeded Sesselschreiber in 151§), Bernhard Godl, Gregor Lttffler, 

Hans Londonstreich, and others; Peter Vischer of Nuremberg also lent his services, 
and the figure of King Arthur, the finest of all, is attributed to him. 

On the right: 1. Clovis of France; 2 Philip I. of Spain, son of Maximi¬ 
lian; 3 Rudolph of Hapsburg; 4* Duke Albert the Wise; 5« Theodorich, King of 

Ostrogoths, 6 . Ernest, Duke of Austria and Styria; 7* Theodobert, Duke of Burgun¬ 
dy; 8 . Arthur, King of England; 9* Archduke Sigismund; 10. Bianca Maria Sforza, 
second wife of Maximilian; 11. Margaret, their daughter; 12. Zimburga, wife of 

Duke Ernest; 13 . Charles the Bold of Burgundy^ 14* Philip le Bon, the father of 
the last. 























On the lefts 


15. Johanna, Queen of Philip I. of Spain; l 6 . Ferdinand, 


the Catholic, her father; 17* Cunigunde, sister of Maximilian; l 8 . Elieonora of 
Portugal, mother of Maximilian; 19» Maria of Burgundy, his first wifo; 20. Elisa¬ 
beth, wife of Albert II.; 21. Godfrey de Bouillon, with a crown of thorns; 22. 
Emp. Albert 1 .5 23. Frederick IV., Count of the Tyrol.'with the empty pockets'; 

24 . Leopold 111., the Pious, viio fell at Sempach; 25* Count Rudolph of H&psburg, 
grandfather of the Emperor; 26. Leopold,the Saint; 27* Emp. Frederick III., Maxi¬ 
milian's father; 2§ Emp. Albert II. 

The sides of the sarcophagus are adorned with 24 reliefs in marble, the 
1st to the 2oth by Alex. Colin ( 1588 - 66 ), pronounced by Thorvaldsen to be the 
most perfect work of its kind, the 21st to the 24 th by Bernard and Albert Abel, 
two masters of Cologne (?), roprosonting the principal events in the emperor's 
life. Many of tho heads are portraits; the resemblance of the features of the 
different figures of Maximilian at different periods of his life is unmistakable; 
the distinctive characteristics of the different nationalities are likewise faith 
fully rendered. Tho reliefs are covered with glass, and enclosed by a railing. 

1st Relief. Nuptial of the Emperor with Maria of Burgundy, 1477. 2, 
Victory over the French at Guincgate, 1479* 3« Taking of Arras, 1432. 4* Coro¬ 

nation as Roman King at Aiz-la-Chappelle,1486; 5 Victory of the Tyrolese over the 
Venetians at Calliano on the Adige, 14§7; 6 . Entry into Vienna after its abandon¬ 
ment by the Hungarians, 1490* ?• Taking of the Stuhlweissenburg; 8 . Return of 















his daughter Margaret from Prance ; 9» 3xpulsion of the Turks from Croatia; 10. 
Alliance between Maximilian, Pope Alex. VI., the Republic of Venice, and the Duke 
of Milan, against Charles VIII. of Prance. 11. Investment of Ludovico Sforza with 
the duchy of Milan; 12. Marriage of Philip le Bel, son of Maximilian, with Johanna 
of Arragon; 13* Victory over the Bohemians at Ratisbon, 1504; 14* Siege of Kuf- 
stein; 15. Submission of Duke Charles of Guolders, 1505. l6» Loaguo of Cambrai; 

17* Surrender of padau to Maximilian,1509; 1§. Maximilan Sforza reinstated as 
Duke of Milan; 19* Second battle of Guinegate, 1515* 20. Meeting of Maximilian 
and Henry VIII. of England at the siege of Toumai,1513? 21. Battle of Vicenza 
against the Venetians;22. Attack of the Venetian camp at Marano; 23* Marriage of 
Maximilian's grandson Ferdinand and his granddaughter Maria, with Maria and Lewis, 
children of Vladislav/, King of Hungary, 1515? 24* Defence of Verona against the 


French and Venetians, 1516 
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